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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A data processing ppparatus which can 
conununica1:e data through a network to each of a 
plurality of computers andB a plurality of peripheral 
devices connected to said network, comprising: 

display means for displaying said plurality of 
computers and said plurality of peripheral devices as 
symbol information onto a V|irtual system display 
screen; 

first discriminating m&ans for discriminating a 
licenser computer having a license server function for 
giving a predetermined license from said plurality of 
computers to said data processing apparatus; and 

first control means for controlling the computer 
discriminated by said first discriminating means so as 
to be displayed in a manner such that it can be 
identified from other devices pn said virtual system 
display screen. 



20 2 . An apparatus according t^D claim 1 , further 

comprising: 

second discriminating means\ for discriminating 
licensee computers to which the license has been given 
from said licenser computer discr^iminated by said first 
25 discriminating means from said plurality of computers; 
and 

second control means for conthrolling the computers 
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discriminated by said second discriminating means so as 
to be displayed in a manraer such that they can be 
identified from other dev:^ces on said virtual system 
display screen. 



3. An apparatus accordilpg to claim 2, further 
comprising: 



third discriminating me 
server device having an imag^ 
which can be used by said dai; 



from said plurality of computers; 



ns for discriminating a 

input server function 
a processing apparatus 



controlling the server 
third discriminating means 



third control means for 
device discriminated by said 

so as to be displayed in a mahner such that it can be 
identified from other devicesj on said virtual system 
display screen; 

selecting means for selectting a symbol on said 
virtual system display screen J and 

service supplying means flor supplying a common 
service to each of said licensee computers to which the 
license has been given from the selected licenser 
computer in accordance with a fact that said licenser 
computer and said server devic^ have been selected by 
said selecting means. 



4. An apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the 
service which is supplied by said service supplying 
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means includes a distribu-tion service for distributing 
same data to each of saild licensee computers. 
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5. A data processing apparatus which can 
communicate data through a network to each of a 
plurality of computers an^ a plurality of peripheral 
devices connected to saidl network, comprising: 

display means for displaying said plurality of 
computers and said plurallity of peripheral devices onto 
a virtual system display screen; 



first discriminating 
licenser computer having a 
giving a license from said 
said data processing appar 



leans for discriminating a 
license server function for 
plurality of computers to 
tus ; and 



first control means for controlling the computer 
discriminated by said first! discriminating means so as 
to be displayed in a manner! such that it can be 



identified from other devic( 
display screen. 



s on said virtual system 



6. An apparatus according to claim 5, further 
comprising: 

second discriminating mfeans for discriminating 
licensee computers to which -;he license has been given 
from said licenser computer c iscriminated by said first 
discriminating means from sale 
and 



d plurality of computers; 



/ 
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second control means 



for con-trolling the computers 



25 



discriminated by said sedpnd discriminating means so as 
to be displayed in a manner such that they can be 
identified from other dev:.ces on said virtual system 
display screen. 



7. An apparatus accord\Lng to claim 6, further 
comprising: 

third discriminating n\eans for discriminating a 
server device having an imabe input server function 
which can be used by said data processing apparatus 
from said plurality of computers; 

third control means fori controlling the server 
device discriminated by said I third discriminating means 
so as to be displayed in a manner such that it can be 
identified from other devicesj on said virtual system 
display screen; 

selecting means for selecJting a symbol on said 
virtual system display screen; I and 

service supplying means fdr supplying a common 
service to each of said licensee computers to which the 
license has been given from the I selected licenser 
computer in accordance with a fa|pt that said licenser 
computer and said server device mave been selected by 
said selecting means . 



8, 



An apparatus according to tlaim 7, wherein the 
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service which is supplied by said service supplying 
means includes a distribuVbion service for distributing 
same data to each of said \ licensee computers. 



9 . A data processing method in a data processing 
apparatus which can communicate data through a network 
to each of a plurality of computers and a plurality of 
peripheral devices connectep to said network, 
comprising: 

a display step of displaying said plurality of 
computers and said plurality! of peripheral devices as 
symbol information onto a virtual system display 
screen; 

a first discriminating steep of discriminating a 
licenser computer having a license server function for 
giving a predetermined licens^ from said plurality of 
computers to said data processing apparatus; and 

a first control step of controlling the computer 
discriminated by said first discriminating step so as 
to be displayed in a manner sucn that it can be 
identified from other devices or\ said virtual system 
display screen. 



10. A method according to cla\im 9, further 
comprising: 

a second discriminating step lof discriminating 
licensee computers to which the license has been given 



# 
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from said licenser computer discriminated by said first 
discriminating step fromj said plurality of computers; 
and 

a second control stdp of controlling the computers 
discriminated by said seoond discriminating step so as 
to be displayed in a mannjer such that they can be 
identified from other devp-ces on said virtual system 
display screen. 



10 11. A method according to claim 10, further 

comprising: 

a third discriminatirig step of discriminating a 
server device having an iiraage input server function 
which can be used by said pata processing apparatus 
15 from said plurality of computers; 

a third control step of controlling the server 
device discriminated by saild third discriminating step 
so as to be displayed in a manner such that it can be 
identified from other devicps on said virtual system 
20 display screen; 

a selecting step of selecting a symbol on said 
virtual system display screep; and 

a service supplying step of supplying a common 
service to each of said licer^see computers to which the 
25 license has been given from -dhe selected licenser 

computer in accordance with al fact that said licenser 
computer and said server device have been selected by 



25 
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said selecting step. 

12, A method \according to claim 11, wherein the 
service which is supplied by said service supplying 
step includes a distribution service for distributing 
same data to each of said licensee computers, 

\ 

13 . A data processing method in a data processing 
apparatus which can ^mmunicate data through a network 

10 to each of a plurality of computers and a plurality of 
peripheral devices connected to said network, 
comprising: 

a display step of ^^isplaying said plurality of 
computers and said plurality of peripheral devices onto 

15 a virtual system display^ screen; 

a first discriminatamg step of discriminating a 
licenser computer having a license server function for 
giving a license from saici plurality of computers to 
said data processing apparatus; and 

20 a first control step of controlling the computer 

discriminated by said first \discriminating step so as 
to be displayed in a manner such that it can be 
identified from other devicesi on said virtual system 



display screen . 

14. A method according to d^laim 13, further 
comprising: 
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a second discriminatjing s1:ep of discriminating 
licensee computers to which the license has been given 
from said licenser computer discriminated by said first 
discriminating step from ^aid plurality of computers; 
and 

a second control step! of controlling the computers 
discriminated by said secomd discriminating step so as 
to be displayed in a manner such that they can be 
identified from other deviqes on said virtual system 
di spLay screen . 



15. A method according l|o claim 14, further 
comprising: 

a third discriminating fetep of discriminating a 
server device having an imag^ input server function 
which can be used by said da :a processing apparatus 
from said plurality of compu-^ers; 

a third control step of Icontrolling the server 
device discriminated by said Ithird discriminating step 
so as to be displayed in a manner such that it can be 
identified from other devicesj on said virtual system 
display screen; 

a selecting step of selebting a symbol on said 
virtual system display screent and 

a service supplying step! of supplying a common 
service to each of said licensee computers to which the 
license has been given from the selected licenser 
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computer in accordance ^ith 
computer and said server 
said selecting step. 



a fact that said licenser 
device have been selected by 



16. A method according to claim 15, wherein the 
service which is supplied by said service supplying 
step includes a distribution service for distributing 
same data to each of said! licensee computers. 



17. A computer-readablp storage medium which stores 
a computer program which is executed by a computer of a 
data processing apparatus v^hich can communicate data 
through a network to each o\f a plurality of computers 
and a plurality of peripheral devices connected to said 
network, wherein said compulier program comprises: 

a display step of displaying said plurality of 
computers and said plurality! of peripheral devices as 
symbol information onto a victual system display 
screen; 

a first discriminating step of discriminating a 
licenser computer having a lidense server function for 
giving a predetermined license! from said plurality of 
computers to said data processing apparatus; and 

a first control step of coptrolling the computer 
discriminated by said first discriminating step so as 
to be displayed in a manner sucH that it can be 
identified from other devices on\ said virtual system 
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18. A medium Recording to claim 17, wherein said 
computer program further comprises: 

a second discriminating step of discriminating 
licensee computers tJp which the license has been given 
from said licenser computer discriminated by said first 
discriminating step fr^^m said plurality of computers; 
and 

a second control st4p of controlling the computers 
discriminated by said second discriminating step so as 
to be displayed in a mannen such that they can be 
identified from other devices on said virtual system 
display screen. 

19. A medium according to Alaim 18, wherein said 
computer program further comprises: 

a third discriminating step \of discriminating a 
server device having an image input server function 
which can be used by said data proqessing apparatus 
from said plurality of computers; 

a third control step of controlling the server 
device discriminated by said third discriminating step 
so as to be displayed in a manner such\that it can be 
identified from other devices on said v5(.rtual system 
display screen; 

a selecting step of selecting a symbV^l on said 
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virtual syslrem display screen; and 

a service si^plying step of supplying a common 
service to each of said licensee computers to which the 
license has been given from the selected licenser 
computer in accordance with a fact that said licenser 
computer and said server device have been selected by 
said selecting step, 



20. A medium according to claim 19, wherein the 
service which is supplied by said service supplying 
step includes a distribution service for distributing 
same data to each of said licensee computers. 



21. A computer-readabae storage medium which stores 
a computer program which is executed by a computer of a 
data processing apparatus which can communicate data 
through a network to each of a plurality of computers 
and a plurality of peripherau. devices connected to said 
network, wherein said computer program comprises: 

a display step of displacing said plurality of 
computers and said plurality af peripheral devices onto 
a virtual system display screen; 

a first discriminating ste© of discriminating a 
licenser computer having a license server function for 
giving a license from said plurality of computers to 
said data processing apparatus; and 

a first control step of controlling the computer 



- 49 - 



discriminat:ed by said first discriminating step so as 
to be displayed in a manner such that it can be 
identified from other \ devices on said virtual system 
display screen. \ 

22. A medium according to claim 21, wherein said 
computer program further comprises: 

a second discriminating step of discriminating 
licensee computers to which the license has been given 
from said licenser computer discriminated by said first 
discriminating step from aaid plurality of computers; 
and \ 

a second control step pf controlling the computers 
discriminated by said seconffl discriminating step so as 
to be displayed in a manner \such that they can be 
identified from other devices on said virtual system 
display screen. \ 

23. A medium according to Iclaim 22, wherein said 
computer program further comprlises: 

a third discriminating step of discriminating a 
server device having an image input server function 
which can be used by said data processing apparatus 
from said plurality of computers; 

a third control step of controlling the server 
device discriminated by said third discriminating step 
so as to be displayed in a manne;: such that it can be 



\1 
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identified from other devices on said virtual system 
display screen; 

selecting a symbol on said 



preen; and 



a selecting step of 
virtual system display sc 

a service supplying I step of supplying a common 
service to each of said licensee computers to which the 
license has been given frpm the selected licenser 



computer in accordance wi^h a fact that said licenser 
computer and said server device have been selected by 
said selecting step. 



24. A medium according ro claim 23, wherein the 
service which is supplied by said service supplying 
step includes a distribution! service for distributing 
same data to each of said licensee computers. 



